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than library use, if ever I am to do something of the sort. Mr.
Hogarth thinks my idea of patronising the Soleyb,1 instead of the
Arab, promising, both in security, and novelty .^ They are an
interesting people: however no hurry about that, with Carchemish
and military architecture and above all the necessary Arabic first.
There is one thing I think I will get you to do: this piece of
country is all rock, and very hard on one's boots. Will you get
down to Gillman, and order another pair of boots, as before, only
with slightly thicker soles: nails as before, leather bootlaces.
When these are made will you send them to Miss Holmes, and a
letter asking her to be good enough to pay the Customs charges,
and forward them to the Consul at Aleppo? They cannot be sent
direct: as the adventures of my films, still held up somewhere in
the country, go to prove. There is no hurry about them: it is
only in case I am able to do some walking out here, if we knock
off here before the rains. It would be appreciated if Will asked
BlackwelPs to write to Jean Gillequin, publisher Bould. St.
Michel Paris, ordering the 3 volumes of the Rabelais in his
if.25 collection (La Renaissance du Livri) to be sent to me C/o
Consul. Aleppo. But not if you think books unnecessary! This
letter is only an interim scrawl, to be strengthened by a heavy
letter in a week: I hope by then to have heard of Mods.a We get
weekly post from Biredjik. All very well.                                N.

28 :   TO HIS MOTHER
[3.5-11-]
I did this this afternoon (Wed. May 3) and so I will send it off
with the letter & map I wrote last week. You will excuse the
badness of the drawing for the sake of the information it brings.
The thing in the middle distance is the great mound. You are
looking right at the end of it, and so get no idea of its length:
but it shows you how it stands from the little valley. Behind the
mound (on the top of which is one of our dump-heaps and a
workman with his basket) is the Euphrates, with an island in the
middle, and hills on the far bank. These are about a mile away
1 Metal working nomads as opposed to the pastoral Arab or Beduin,
2 His brother Will was in for this examination.